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‘Why yet another Harmony Book? 15

Why yet another Harmony Book?

Ever since I decided to be a Jazz musician, | have been intrigued by the beauty and logic of
harmonic systems. It isn't only the intellectual side of things that catches my interest, What

tofallis al hues and colours, the blefiding of
difient textures, the shifting of energy levels, the swell and surge of e, the way har-

from day one. On aless poetic note, I eventually became a dedicated music teacher witha
strong desire to share my insights. I started writing this book more thafh 20 years ago. With
hindsight, T have to admit that I've become rather wary (and just abit weary @) of this en-
‘deavour. Countless pages of manuscript and just as many postpahed publishing dates later,
Ihave come to realise just how questionable, if not preposterals, the attempt can be to cap-
ture something that, by its very nature, lives and breathes change and individuality. Impro-
visd masic s nherently dificut o put into words. Wil gy 910 describe  co-
music, in other words “the
living proof of the fact that it is quite admissible md. ultimately, gratifying 10 bmk hese
ay with ). In Jazz,
ingly colourful ant,at the same te,closK@borid oA et 608 being approached
t00 systematically.

In light of these reservations, I4d like to beginthis introduction with my fundamental
creed: “There is no truth in theory - only in musicl” Music can exist perfectly well without
theories and concepts to back it up. Music theory; however, cannot subsist without the real
thing, Without the music, theory is o moFe,than inanimate knowledge. Over the years, [
have witnessed time and/again that those who take to theory too literally are bound to fail
miserably as musiciafis. Formalised thinking stifles musics vitality and diversity all too
quickl This s notfing ncv. As theGerman wite Fiedich Hebbelonce sid: “Bad pocs

{. How true
i necessaril
and pecg@BBB icors QR ceriB::“One can know everything but understand
nothing’

et face it. Who hasn't got a pile of theory books stashed away in some corner? Who
doessit ake adash for the latest publications in the hope of enlightenment? But, let’s be
honest, Wh with Gonviction that knowledge has made a sub-
stantial difference? Who has ever really struggled through all this material, absorbed it au-
and, most importantly, to whom has it been helpful as a player? Over the many years
‘of working with colleagues and students, I have come to accept that textbooks rarely inspire
flexibility,creativity or personality and that piling up knowledge without practical applica-
tion holds us back rather than helps us move on. Deep down inside, we all know that prac-
tising our instruments, working on our repertoire and collaborating with other musicians
i§so muc) than any piece of ia could ever be. The magic
formula s “learn by doing Tl bandlzader Sun Ra coined a seemingly banl
phrs 1" The goal is ye 1t your job
tpcarve outs sche innsikend devlop your very pesonal upprosch —a book Tt et
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