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The book 'Inalienable Possessions: The Paradox of Keeping-While Giving' by Annette B. Weiner, published by University of
California Press, delves into the complex dynamics of ceremonial exchange, women's economic and social conditions in
Oceania. It explores the concepts of gift-giving, cultural anthropology, and the significance of possessions in shaping power
dynamics, gender studies, and feminist theories. With 264 pages and weighing 408 grams, this paperback edition is a
valuable scholarly resource for anyone interested in sociology, anthropology, and the social implications of gift-giving
practices across different cultures.

Featuring 24 black and white photographs and a map, this book offers a deep insight into the cultures of Australia, Papua
New Guinea, and Polynesia, examining topics like marriage, kinship, economy, and identity. It provides a critical analysis of
the role of possessions, money, and power in social structures, challenging traditional notions of property ownership and
ancestral connections. Ideal for academic research and study, this book appeals to readers interested in world history,
politics, and the intersection of culture with economics.

Published in 1992, 'Inalienable Possessions' is an essential read for those looking to explore the interconnected themes of
sociology, feminism, and anthropology. It sheds light on the intricate relationships between giving, keeping, and social
hierarchies, offering a fresh perspective on the value of possessions and the symbolic meaning behind exchange practices.
Exploring both the sacred and political dimensions of gift-giving, this book is a must-read for scholars, students, and
enthusiasts of social sciences.
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